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AGENDA
Perguimans County Board of Commissioners
WORK SESSION
Commissioners Room - Courthouse Annex
November 20, 2017
7:00 p.m.

Cali to Order

Prayer / Pledge

Work Session

Anirmal Tethering

Olga Simpson Single Family Rehab Case

Dave Goss/Ernelle Brown Boys & Girls Club Request
High School Athletic Complex/School Funding Formula
2018 Commissioners' Retreat
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COUNTY MANAGER NOTES
Perquimans County Board of Commissioners
WORK SESSION
Commissioners Room - Courthouse Annex
November 20, 2017
7:00 p.m.

Enclosures. The Board will consider Mary Vidaurri’ s request to amend the
County Animal Control Ordinance to include prohibiting tethering. A copy of
our current Animal Control Ordinance and her proposed changes is included
in your packet.

As was discussed during our regular meeting, Olga Simpson would like to
present more information regarding her Single Family Rehab Case.

Dave Goss and Emelle Brown will discuss Ms. Brown's request for the
County to donate the old library building to the Boys & Girls Club. They will
give a little more background information on the program.

Frank Heath and Wallace Nelson met with Superintendent Cheeseman and
Board of Education Chair, Amy Spaugh to get an update on the Athletic
Complex and get information on the school funding formula.

Every two years, the Commissioners hold a retreat to discuss their strategic
plan. The last retreat was in February, 2016 so it is time to hold another
one. Please bring your calendars so that you can determine some dates to

hold this retreat.
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ORDINANCE NQO. 63

PERQUIMANS COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE

SECTION ONE
DANGEROUS DOGS

1.01 Definitions,

For the purposes of this section, the following words and phrases shall have the following
MmeAnings:

Attack by 4 dog: Any assault or battery by a dog upon a person or domestic animal, to
include biting, elling or toppling, tearing of clothing or any other act which could reasonably
cause physical injury to a person or domuestic animal.

Bite by a dog: Any seizing, gripping ot grasping by a dog between its jaws of the body of 2
person or domestic animal, 0 a5 to cause physical injury to such person or domestic animal.

County Animal Shelter: The Tri-County Animal Shelter or any other shelter vsed by
Perquimans County to house or shelter animals.

LDangerous dog: Any of the following dogs:

(1} A dog that without provocation has killed or inflicted severe injury on a person or
domestic animal.

{2) A dog that has been determined as provided herein o be potentially dangerons.

(3) A dog that is owned or harbored primarily or in part for the purpose of dog fighting, or a
dog trained for dog fighting.

Dog: A domesticated animal (¢anis familiaris) of the Canidae family: provided that no wild
species of the Capidae family, such as a wolf, fox or coyote, shall be considered a
domesticated animal, even though raised by humans in & domestic environment.

Guard dog: A dog trained by a skilled trainer to recognived security standards or other
reasonable standards and presently used under the control of trained handlers to protect
petsons and property.

Imminent hazard: A situation which is likely to cause an immediate threat to human life or
animals, an immediate threat of serious physical injury, or an immediate threat of serious
adverse health effects if no immediate action is taken.

Keeper: A person having custody of an animal or who keeps or harbors an animal on any
premises oceupied by that petson.

Lenw enforcement dog: A dog trained for police work to recognized law enforcement
standards and presently used by and under the contro} of a law enforcement officer to carry
out the law enforcement officer’s official duties,

Lenwful hunt: A hunt for lawful game conducted on private properly with the consent of the
owner or custodian of the property by a person with a valid license (if stich license is
required) during the lawful season for the game concerned using dogs customarily employed
and suitable for such game.
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Cwner! Any person or legal entity that has a possessory property right in a dog or has contral
or management of the dog, ineluding the keeper of & dog with the consent of the owner or of
a dog that has been abandoned by or escaped the custody of jts owner and any person to
whom a dog has been transferred,

Owner's real properly: Any yeal property owned, leased or used by the owner of the dog, not
inciuding any public right of way or a common area of 8 condominium, apartment womplex,
or townhouse development,

Potentlally dangerous dog: A dog that has been determined to have;

(1} Inflicted a bite on a person that results in broken bones or disfipuring lacerations or
teguires cosmetic surgety or hospitalization; or

(2) Killed or inflicted serious injury on a domestic animal when not on the owner's real
property; or

(3} Approached a person when not on the owner's property in a vicious or tertorizing
manner in an apparent attitmde of attack,

severg Infury: A physical injury that cither (1) resuited in broken bones ot disfiguring
lacerations or (2) required cosmetic surgery or hospitalization,

Sheriff's (ffice. Any member of the Perquimans County Sheriff's Office including, but not
limited to the Sheriff, Deputies, Animal Contrgl Officers or other personnet of the Sheriff's
Office including any persons or office authorized by the Perquimans County Sheriff to assist
in matters related to animal control,

Territorlol Jurisdiction of Perguimans County:  All territaries within the boundaries of the
County of Perquimans, except the incorporated area of 3 municipality, unless such
municipality has consented to the application and enforcement of this article in such areas.

Viclous dog: A dangerous dog, as defined herein, that after having commtitted an act making
it a dangerous dog or having been determined hereunder to be a dangerous dog, commits a
subsequent attack on a person or domestic animal.

1.02 Exceptions,

The provisions of this ordinance do not apply to:

(1) A law enforcement dog being used by a law enforcement officer to carry out the law
enforcement officer’s lawful and official duties or professional responsibilitics;

{2) A dog being used in & lawful hunt;

{3) A dog where the injury or damage inflicted was sustained by a domestic animal (1) while
the dog was on its owner’s praperty or under its owner’s control; (2) while the dog was
working as 8 hunting, herding or predator-control dog and (3) the damage or injury was to a
species of domestic animal appropriate to the work of the dog;

(4) A dog where the injury or demage inflicted was sustained by a person who, at the titne of
the injury (1) was committing a willful trespass or other tort; or (2) was tormenting, abusing
or assauliing the dog; or (3} had in the past tormented, abused or assaulted the dog in the
past; or (4) was committing ot attempting fo commit a crime.

(5) A dog which has caused severe injury or other bodily harm on 2 person however the
Sheriff's Office finds the injuries are the result of extenuating circumstances,

ermination that s dog i crous, potentinlly dangerous ory

A. Generally. Vpon a complaint, or upon reasonabie suspicion of the SherifPs Office, that a
dog is dangerous, potentially dangerous or vicious, the Sherifl’s Office shall make &
determination whether or not such dog is dangerous, potentially dangerous or vicious, Any
such determination shall be made in writing which shall summarize the available evidence
which supports the determination. Such determination shall be hand delivered or mailed
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cettified mail, return receipt requested, to the owner. [ a determination is made thas a dog is
dangerous, potentially dangerous or vicious, the written determination shall include an order
of compliance with the specific and appropriate provisions of this ordinance and the Sheriffs
Office may impose reasonable conditions to maintain the public health, safety and welfare,

B. Appeals.

(1) The pwner or complaining party aggricved by any determination made under this chapter
may within three business days of receiving such detenmination appeal such determination to
Animal Control Board. The ruling of the Animal Contro! Board shall be finaj, subject only
as may be provided by law to the Superior Court of Perquimans County. Any such appeals
shall be filed within ten calendar days of the date of the final determination by the Animal
Control Board. The Animal Control Board shall consist of the director of the Tri-County
Animal Shelter, a representative fromn the SPCA or other similar and appropriate agency and
an at-large citizen of Perquimans County appointed by the Perquimans County Board of
Commissioners.

{2} Any determination of the Sheriff's Office under Section [.04A may be appealed to the
Animal Control Board by filing written objections with the Animal Control Board within
three business days after such determination. The Animal Control Board shall schedule a
hearing on such appeal within business ten days of the filing of the written objections. The
Animal Control Board shall render its decision as soon as possible afier the hearing. The
Animal Controf Board shall deliver its decision to the parties and any person appearing at the
hearing and requesting notice thereof, certified mail, return receipt requested, and files it
concurrently with Sheriff and the Perquimans County Attorney. Any decision of the Animal
Control Board shall be final.

{3} Any appes) hearing before the Animal Control Board shall be conducted as follows:

(i} The hearing shall be subject to the Open Meetings Law and the notice requirad thereunder
shall be posted and given as may be applicable;

(i) Parties may represent themselves or be represented by an attorney.

(if}) Any person adversely affected by the appeal may appear and filly participate in the
hearing

{(iv) Paries may make opening and closing statements, present any evidence, or offer
witnesses on their behalf on any relevant issue;

{v) Perties shall be entitled to the right of cross examination:

{vi) The hearing shall be quasi judicial in natore and all testimony shall be under oath;

(vil) Any party shail be eniitled to transeribe the hearing at his or her own cost;

(viiiy The Animal Control Board may affirm, deny or modify with conditions the
deiermination appealed from,

{ix) The Animal Control Board shall announce its decision at an open meeting and render it
in writing as soon as possible at or following the appeal hearing. The Animal Conttol Board
decision shall contain findings of fact and conclusion which suppori its decision.

(x) The Chairman of the Animal Control Board shell have the authority to govern the
conduct of the hearing to include but not be timited to the setting of time limits for opening
and closing arguments, determination of the order of witnesses and arguments and
detertnination of the admissibility and relevancy of evidence.

1.04 Registration Required,

A, Generally, Any person owning, keeping or harboring a dog determined as set forth above
te be dangerous, patentially dangerous, or vicious shali register such dog with the SherifPs
Office within five days of such determinationt or may, in licu of any hearing, register such
dog voluntarily, which said voluntary registration shall constitule an admission and
determination that the dog is dangercus, potentinlly dangerous or vicious,

B. Religf From Civil Penalty. Voluntary registration of a dangerous, potentially dangerous
ot vicious dog by the owner, keeper or harborer thereof prior to a determination that a dog is
dangerous, potentially dangerous or vicious shall relieve such person from mssessment of a
civil penalty for any violation of this article,

C. Permanent Mentification Required. Bach dog repistered as set forth above shafl be
assigned a registration number by the Sheriff’s Office, which shall be affixed to the dog by
permanent chip implant, fattoo or some other permanent means at the expense of the owner,
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keeper or harborer of the dog. No person shall remove such identification mark once it is
assighed and affixed.

1.05 Permit Required.

A. Clenerally. After regisiration of a dangeraus, potentially dangerous or vicious dog or
after a determination that a dog is a dangerous, potentially dangerous or vicious dog, no
parson shall own, keep, or harbor such a dog therein with Perquimans County without
applying for and obtaining a permit from the Sheriff's Office.

B. [ssuance of Permit. The Sherift’s Department shall issue a permit for 2 dangerous,
potentiaily dangerous or vicious dog upon submission of a complete, verified application,
payment of the permit fee and a finding of the Sheriff*s Office that required atrangements for
the housing of the dog and other public health, safety and welfare provisions are in effect,
and that each dog for which 4 permit is issued does not pose an unreasonable threat to the
public health, safety and welfure if the permitee shall comply with the provisions of this
article and the conditions of the permit. Each permit shall be conditioned on continued
compliance with the provisions of this ordinance and other provisions of law, on continyed
complience with and maintenance of the arrangements for housing and safety set forth in the
permit application, and any special conditions the Sheriff's Office may deem reasonably
necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare.

C. Temporary Permits. Following registration of a dangerous, potentially dangerous o
vicious dog or the impoundment of a such a dog, upon apphication and for good cause shown,
the Sheriff’s Office may issue a temporaty permit allowing the owner, keeper or harborer of
a registered dangerous, potentially dangerous or vicious dog to retaln possession of such a
dog or ta confine such a dog at a veterinary facility or kennel approved by the Sheriff's
Office. A temporary permit also may be issued to allow the transport of a potentially
dangerous, dangerous or vicious dog from Perquimans County, A temporary permit shall be
issued subject to the same conditions to which a regular pertmit is subject and to any other
conditions the Sherif®s Office may desm necessary to protect the public health, safety and
weltare consistent with the provisions of this ordinance, A tetnporary permit shall be valid
only until the eatlier of its expiration or the revocation, issvance or denial of 2 permit under
the provisions of subparagraph {8) hereinabove.

D. Terms of Permits and Renewals. No permit shall be issued under the provisions of
subparagraph 1.06(B) hereinbelow for a term of more than three years. A permit may, in the
Sheriff"s Office’s diseretion, be issued for a shorter period of time. Permits may be renewed
subject to the same terms and conditions required for initial permmits.

E, Revocwion of Permits. The Sheriff*s Office may, upon notice and hearing and for good
canse shown, revoke any permit o modify any terms, conditions or provisions thereof, If the
Sheriff's Office deems it necessary to protect the public health, safety and welfare from any
imminent threat or danger, it tnay, without hearing, suspend any permit or any portion
thereof for not mare than thirty days. Good cause for revocation or modification of & permit
shall include, without limitation, vielation of or failure to comply with any provision of this
ordinance or with any term, condition or provision of a permit.  Upon revocation of any
pesmit issued, the Sheriff*s Office shall have the authority to order the owner, harborer or
keeper of the dog subject to the permiit to remove the dog subject to the permit from
Perquimans County, North Carolina,

F. Inspections. The Shetiff"s Office may cause periodic inspections lo be made of the
premises of a permites to assure compliance with the provisions of this ordinance and the
applicable permit. A permitee shall allow access to the Sheriff*s Office to the property where
the registered dog is being kept or harbored for the purposes of the Sheriff's Office
conducting any inspections which may be required under this subscction. Failute of the
owner, keeper or harborer of o registetsd dog to allow access to the Sheriffs Office 1o the
property where the registered dog is being kept or harbored shall subject the permites to &
revocation of the permit and removal of the registered dog from the possession of the
permitee.

G. Insurance. Each person owning, keeping or harboring a dog that has been declared
dangerous, potentially dangerous or vicious shall purchase and maintain a policy of liability
insurance covering any injury or property damage caused by the dog. Minimum palicy limits
shall be one hundred thousand dollars ($100,000.00) personal injury or property damage
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coverage, per occurrence. The named insured under such policy shall cause a certificate of
insurance {0 be furnished to the Sherff's Office annually. Every calendar day that the
required insurance is not in foll force and effect shali constitute a violation of this ordinance.

1.06 Security and Restraint Requiremoents.

(A) Dangerous dogs snd potentially dangerous dogs shall be kept, secured and restrained
while on the real praperty of the person owning, keeping or hatboring it only in the following
WRYS:

1. In a building with doors, windows snd other exits securely fastened shui under the
supervision and contro} of a responsible adult person capable of such supervision and control,

2. Securely kept in a locked enclosure which has secured sides, top and bottam and which s
constructed ont of material and in a manner which will preclude escape by the dog and emry
by children,

3. While outside a building or enclosure described in subparagraph 2 lereinabove, securely
leashed with # leash no longer than four feet in length in the hands of a responsible,
competettt, adult person capable of such control and muzzled by muzzling device sufficicnt
to prevent such dog from biting persons or other anitnals,

{b) No person shall remave such a dog from the real property where the dog s being kept or
harbored except to bring such dog to a veterinarian or to the County anitnal shelter, to
remove permanently the dog from Perquimans County or ta provide the dog bona fide
exercise necessary for the dog's continued good health. In the event of such removal, such
dog shall be securely restrained or enclosed as set forth in subparagraph (1) (&) (3) of this
section.

(¢} No person shall keep or harbor within Perquimans County a dog that has killed a person,
xcept as follows: when the dog killed & person to protect or defend the home of the owner,
harborer or keeper of the dog or when the dog was defending a person from a crime.

{B} Vicions efogs. No person shall keep or harbor a vicious dog within Perquimans County,
except as follows:

1. In the care and custody of a veterinarian for the purposes of treatment or quarartine or
pending appeal as herein provided of the determination that that the dog is vicious, in which
case the dog shall be kept and sscured by the veterinarian as provided herein for a danperous
dog.

2. 1o the custody of the County Animal Shelter pending disposition in accordance with
provisions of this ardinance or the lawiul instructions of the person owing or praviously
keeping or harboring such animal,

3. Pending appeal as herein provided of the determination that the dog is vicious, in which
case the dog shall be kept and secured by the County Animal Shelter as provided herein for a
dangerous dog.

(C) Warning signs, Any owner, harborer or keeper of a dangerous, potentially dangerous ot
vicious dog shall erect o weatherproof sign on the enclosure housing said dog which shall
read:

BEWARE OF DOG
THIS DOG I3 DANGEROQUS
STAY AWAY
232-MXR-XXXK

Any such sign shall have minimum dimensions of two feet by two feet, nust be clearly
visible, must inclnde the owner's phone nwmber and must have lettering which measures
three inches vertically,

1.07 lmpoundment of potentially dongergus, dangerous and vicions dogs.

A. Apprehension and surrender, Upon an initial determination or upon repistration of a dog
to be dangerous, potentially dangerous or vivious, or if the Sheriff’s Office has reasonable
suspicion to believe a dog is dangerous, potentially dangerous or vieious the Sheriff's Office
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ar any law enforcement officer of any municipality subject 16 this ordinance shall impound
such dog. It shall be a violation of this ordinance for any person to fai} or refuse 1o surrender
such dog to such officers upon their lawful demand. The officer impounding such a dog
shall deliver the same to the County Animal Shelter,

B. Confinement. A dog impounded by or sumendered to the Sheriff's Office shall be
contined in the County Animal Shelter or, upon request of the owner, keeper or harborer of
the dog, or a permiitee, and at such person's expense, at & private veterinary facifity or kennel
approved by the Sheriff's Department subject to the following conditions:

Lo Costs of Impoundment, Tmpoundment shall be at the expense of the owner, keeper or
harborer of the dog, or of the permitee. Costs of impoundment at the County Animal Sheiter
shall be paid by the person lizble under this provision at the normal daily rate. The costs of
impoundment at u private kennel or veterinary facility shall be paid by the person liable
pursuant to the terms of the agreement between said person and the veterinary clinic or
private kennel. In no event shali Perquimans County be liable for the costs of impaundment
regardiess of the location of the impoundment.

2. Release from Impowndment. No dog shall be released from impoundment except upon
registration of such dog and issuance of a permit o temporary permit allowing such release.
No dog shall be released from the County Animal Shelter watil al! cosis of impoundment and
confinement of such dog, any registration and permit fees for such dog, and any civil
penalties assessed in connection with such dog have been paid jn full.

3. Dispasition of Unclaimed or Abandoned Dogs. The following dogs shall be deemed
abandoned and disposed of in accordance with the provisions of this ordinance and the rules
and regutations of the County Animal Shelter:

{8} Any dog which remains unclaimed by its ewner, keeper or harborer or permitee for a
petiod of mare than ten days or a period of lawful quarantine, whichever is Jonger.

(b) Any dog claimed by its owner, keeper or harborer, which is confined for a period in
excess of ten days, or o period of lawful quarantine, whichever is longer, during which no
application has been made for a permit or temporary permit; provided, however, the Sherifi™s
Office shall extend such time upon a showing of justifiable delay.

1.08 Violations, Penaltics and Other Remedies.

A. Violations. Each act or conduct prohibited by this ordinance and each failure to abids by
a provision of this ordinance shall constitute 2 separate violation. Each day's continuing act
or conduct prohibited by this ordinance and eech day’s failure to comply shall constitute a
separate and distinet offense. Vielations shall subject the violator to civil penalties and other
remedies allowed by law. For the purposes of assessing penalties, violations of this
ordinance shal] be classified as follows;

{1) Class I Violations
&. Failure to report an event for which a report is required.
b. Failure to register a dangerous, potentially dangerous or vicious dog as required,

¢. Interfering with or hindering the employees of Perquimans County in the enforcement of
this ordinance.

d. Any other violation of this ordinance which is not otherwise classified.
(2) Class 11 Violations
a. Keeping or karboring a vicious dog within the territorial jurisdiction of this article.

b. Keeping or harboring a dangerous dog within the territorial jurisdiction of this ordinance
in violation of the terms, conditions and provisions of a permit or of the housing and restraint
requirements of this article,

c. Failore to surrender a potentiatly dangerous or dangerous dog to the Sheriffs Office for
impoundment as required by this ordinance.



HLA - Page 7

d. Witlfully or negligently aliowing a potentially dangerous, dangerous or vicious dog to
leave the premises whers it is required 1o be kep! or harhored,

(3) Class 11T Violationg

a. Willfully or negligently allowing a potentially dangerous, dangsrous or vicious dog to
teave the premises where it is required to be kept or harbored, when such dog thereafter
commits a biting of or attack of a persen or other domestic animal,

b. Refusal to surrender & vicious dog to the Sheriff*s Office for impoundinent as required by
this ordinance.

¢. Failure to maintzin insurance as required by the ordinance.
B. Civil Penalties. The following eivil penalties shall be sssessed for each class of viclation:

(1) Class { Violations. One hundred dellars for the first day of a violation; Twenty five
dollars a day for each subsequent day of continuing violation snd a maximum of one
thousand dollars for each continuing violation.

(2) Class H Violations. Twe hundred fifty dolars for the first day of a violation; One
hundred dollars a day for each subsequent day of continuing violation and & maximum of
three thousand dollars for cach continuing violation.

(3) Class [T} Violations. Five hundred dollars for the first day of a violation; Two Hundred
fifty dollars for cach subsequent day of comtinuing violation and a maximum of seven
thougand five hundred dolkars for each continuing vielation.

C. Additiona Remedies. In addition to assessment of oivil pertatties, this ordinance shall be
enforced by any one or more of the remedies set forth in Chapter 160A or Chapter 153A of
the North Carolina General Statutes,

D. State Law Violation.
(1) Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to prevent the Sheriff’s Office or any other
person from pursuing remedies under Chapter 67 of the North Carolina Genera) Siatutes.

(2} The Sheriff's Office is designated as the entity responsible for making any determination
required under Section §7-4.1(c) of the North Carolina General Statutes. In making any such
determination, the Sheriff's Office shall follow the procedure set forth in this ordinance.

(3) The Animal Control Board is designated as the appellate board to hear appeals of
determinations made pursuant to Section 67-4,1(¢) of the North Caroling General Statutes.

1.09 Administrative Provisions.

4. Responsibility. The Sherifl's Office shatl administer and enforee this ordinance and shall
promulgate rules and regulations for the adminisiration and enforcement of this ordinance.

b. Citations and Assessmenis of Civil Penalties. The Sheriff's Office shall have authority to
investigate alleged or suspected violations of this ordinance and upon the determination by
the Sheriff’s Office, based on observation or othet evidence that a vielation has ocoutred, the
sheriff’s Office shall have the authgrity to issue a written citation for violation of this article
and to assess a civil penally in the amount due, Such citation shall be mailed to the violator
by the Sheriff's Office, certified mail. Return receipt requested, addressed to the Jast know
address of the violator, or shall be personally defivered to the violator or to some responsible
adult person at the vielator's residence, Service shall be complete upon personal delivery as
provided herein or upon an execution of a receipt for the certified mail by the violator or his
agent jn the event of such services, If a civil penalty duly assessed is not paid when due, the
Sherift’s Office shall initiate an action in a cowt of competent jurisdiction to collect such
armoutit due.

c. Awhority to Enter Premises. The Sheriff’s Office shall have authority 10 enter into and
inspest any premises, dwellings, rooming units, barns and other outbuildings, any part of the
cartilage thereof, or any yard or other enclasure to conduet investigations, apprehend any dog
subjeet to this ordinance or to serve 2 citation upon a person for the violation of this
ordinance, The Sherift's Office shall only make such entry upon consent, pursuant to an
administrative search warrant under Section §5-27.2 of the North Carolina General Statutes,
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or as otherwise may be awihorized by law. However, if an imminent hazard or emergency
exists, no warrant is required for entry upon the premises.

d. Autharity to Immobilize or kill @ Dangerous or Vicious Dog.

(1} If in the course of investigating, apprehending or otherwise taking custody of a
dangerous, potentially dangerous or vicious dog, or a dog as to which there is reasonable
suspicion to believe is potentially dangerous, dangerous or vicious, such dog is not securely
restrained and the Sheriff's Office has reasonable cause to belicve the dog poses an imminent
risk of serious physical injury or death to any person or domestic animal, the Sheriff's Office
shall have the anthority 1o render such dog immebile by means of tranquilizers or other safe
drugs, or if that is not safely or timely possible under the circumstances, then said officer
may hurmanely dispose of said dog.

{2} If a potentially dangerous, dangerous ar vicious dog impounded in the County Aniimal
Shelter cannot be cared for or handied without the risk of ssrious physical injury or death to
persons caring for or handling suck dog or to other aniimals, the Sheriff's Qffice shall have
the authority without the risk of serious physical injury or death to persons cating for or
handling such dog or to other animals, the Sheriff's Office shall have the authotity to render
such dog imnmmabile by means of tranguilizers or other safe drugs ov, if that is not salely or
timely possible under the circumstances, then said officer may humanely dispose of said dog,

{3) The Sheriff's Office may humanely dispose of any dog being investigated under the
provision of this ordinance at the request of or with the consent of its owner, keeper or
harbores.

1.10 Copflicts.

In the event that the provisions of this ordinance are in conflict with the provisions of any
other applicable rule, statute, regulation or ordinance which impoges more vestrictive
regulations than those contained in this ordinance, the mare restrictive regulations shall
pOVErn,

1.11 Severability

If any section of this ordinance shall be held invalid for any reason, such determination shall
not affect the validity or enforceability of the remaining parts, provisions or sections of this
ordinance and to that end, the provisions of this ordinance are severable,

ADOPTED THIS 247 DAY OF AUGUST, 2009,

Mack Nixon, Chairman

ATTEST:

Mary P. Hunnicuit, Clerk to the Board
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Mam Munnicutt

Fram: Mary K Vidaurri <marykv3@gmail.coms

Sent: Friday, October 27, 2017 8:04 AM

To: Mary Hunnicutt

Subject: Materials for Nov 6 Commissioners meeting

Attachments: Chaining_QA.pdf; draft Section Two of PQ animal ordinance.docx

Attached are two documents: a fact sheet about chained dogs and a proposed amendment to the current
Perquimans County animal ordinance.

I, along with other Perquimans County residents, am concerned about the abuse of dogs that are tethered and the
public safety issues associated with this terrible practice. The ordinance amendment is a new Section Two
which provides for the humane treatment of animals, outlings owner responsibilities, addresses misance
situations, and prohibits tethering. The current ordinance is Section One which addresses only dangerous dogs,

1 appreciate the opportunity to bring this matter before the County Commissioners and am hopeful that action
will be taken, as the Town of Hertford has done, for animal welfare.

Mary K Vidaurri
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SECTION TWO
HUMANE TREATMENT and REGULATION OF ANIMALS

2.01 Definitions

For the purposes of this section, the wards and phrases below shall have the following meanings:

Animal: Inciudes dogs and cats and other domesticated animals.

Outside Enclosure: A structure, built of chain link or comparable material with a solid roof, used to house the
animal and protect it from the weather. The structure must be large enough that the shelter provided within
does not take up more than % of the floor space.

Tethering: The act of tying, chaining or restraining a dog to a fixed object with a rope, chain or other device in
order to keep the dog confined. This term does not Include restraining a dog on an attended leash.

2.02 Responsibility of Owners

A. Owners of dogs kept outside shall provide an outside enclosure that ensures humane and sanitary
shelter from heat, cold, rain, wind and snow and shall provide food and water adequate to keep the
animals in good health and comfort.

Al dogs shall be given opportunity for vigorous daily exercise.

Animals shal be provided by their owners with appropriate veterinary care.

Animals shall not be kept on any lot unless the owner or keeper of the animal occupies the property.
No person shall abandon or cause to be abandoned any animal.

mEpn®m

2.03 Cruelty to Animals

No person shall molest, torture, torment, cruelly beat, kill, wound, injure, poison, or abandon any animal, or
aid and abet in such action. No person shall deprive any antmal of necessary sustenance and shelter or
neaded veterinary care, or subject an animal to conditions detrimental to its heaith or general welfare. The
words “torture” and “torment” shall be held to include every act, omission or neglect whereby unjustifiable
physical pain, suffering or death is caused or permitted.

2.04 Tethering

Tethering is prohibited. No dog shall be tied, chained, fastened or otherwise tethered to any stationary
objects as a means of confinement to property.

2.05 Nuisance

it shall be unlawful for any person to own, keep, possess or maintain an animal in such manner as to
constitute a public nuisance or a nuisance to neighbors. Examples of such nuisance, not all inclusive, include
the following acts or actions of an owner or possessor of an animal:

A. Having an animal that disturbs the rights of, threatens the safety of or damages a member of the
general public, or interferes with the ordinary use and enjoyment of his property.

B. Allowing or permitting an animal to damage the property of anyone other than its owner, including,
but not limited to, turning over garbage containers or damaging gardens, flowers or vegetables, or
defecating upon the property of another (unless the animal’s owner removes such defecation).
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C. Maintaining animals in an environment of unsanitary conditions or lack of cleanliness which resuits in
offensive odor or is dangerous to the public’s health, welfare or safety.

D. Maintaining an animal that is diseased and dangerous to the public health,

E. Alowing an animal to create a danger to the public by running at large. This does not restrict the
tawful use of dogs engaged in hunting activities or the use of specially trained dogs, such as search and

rescue dogs, in public safety programs.

2.06 Violations

Any violation of the provisions of Section Two shall be considered a Class Ill Violation as outlined in Section
One and civil penalties shall be levied accordingly. Violations shall subject the violator to other remedies

allowed by law.

Draft — QOctober 10, 2017
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Questions and Answers about Chained Dogs

1. What is meant by dog chaining or dog tethering?

Chaining or tethering refers to the practice of keeping a dog
continually tied to a stationary object.

2. What problems are associated with dog tethering?

Chaining is inhumane and unsafe for dogs.

Dogs are, by nature, social beings who thrive on interaction with
people and other anirmals. A dog kept chained in one spot for
months or years suffers immense psychological damage. A
continuously chained dog usually becomes neurotic, anxious, and

aggressive,

In many cases, the necks of chained dogs become raw and infected from too-tight collars. Dog tethers can
easily becomne entangled with other objects, choking or strangling the dogs. Chained dogs cannot escape
threats such as floods, storms, or attacking animals.

Chaining is a safety hazard for people,
Dogs naturally feel protective of their territory. When confronted with a perceived threat, they respond

according to their fight-or-flight instinct. A chained dog, unable to take flight, often feels forced to fight. A
study by the Centers for Disease Control found that chained dogs are 2.8 times more likely to bite. The
dogs most likely to bite are male, unneutered and chained. Tragically, the victims of chainad dog attacks

are usuaily children.

Dogs shouldn’t be atlowed to run loose either. Dogs should be socialized and kept inside the home or in
fenced vards,

3. Are tethered dogs otherwise treated well?

Unfortunately, tetherad dogs rarely receive sufficient care. They suffer from sporadic feedings, overturned
water bowls, inadequate veterinary care, lack of exercise, and extreme temperatures. They must eat, sleep,
urinate, and defecate in a single confined area. Grass is usually beaten into hard-packed dirt by the dog's
continual pacing. Chained dogs are rarely given minimal affection and are easily ighored by their owners,

4. Should chaining ever be allowed?

To become well-adjusted companion animals, dogs should interact with paopie daily and receive regular
exercise. Placing an animal on a restraint for short periods for exercise or fresh air Is acceptable. Animals kept
temporarily tethered should be safely secured so the tether can't become
entangled with other objects. Collars should be properly fitted.

Using a pulley or trolley run is preferable to fixed-point chaining. However,
dogs still get choked and tangled on trolleys. The best way to confine dogs is
to bring them inside or provide them with a fenced area.

E. Who says chaining is inhumane?

The United States Department of Agriculture has stated, "Our experience
in enforcing the Animal Welfare Act has led us to conclude that continuous
confinement of dogs by a tether is inhumane. A tether significantly restricts a
dog's movement. A tether can also become tangled around or hooked on the
dog's shelter structure or other objects, further restricting the dog's movement
and potentially causing injury.”
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In 1997, the USDA ruled that people and organizations regulated by the Animal Welfare Act cannot keep dogs
continuously chained.

The American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA} has also
come out publicly against dog tethering. In a press release for Dog
Bite Prevention Week, the AVMA stated, "Never tether or chain
your dog because this can contribute to aggressive behavior."

6. Don't chained doygs make good guard dogs?

No, the opposite is true. Chained dogs are tunable to stop intruders.
All they can do is bark. Since most chained dogs are unsocialzed,
they are unable to distinguish a reat threat from a farnily friend or

neighborhood child.

The best guard dogs are those who live inside the home and are
treated as part of the family, which is how K8 police dogs are raised.

7. Why should we pass a law to ban the continuous chaining of dogs?

Local animal control advocates receive hundreds calls every year from citizens concerned about chained and
neglected animals. Because chaining is legal, there is little officers can do to help the dog. By the time it
becomes a clear-cut case of animal cruelty under current legal standards, it is often too late to save the dog.

Prohibiting chaining makes a community safer by reducing the number of dog attacks and dog bites. Alsg, a
chaining law gives officers a tool to crack down on illegal dog fighting, since most fighting dogs are kept chained,

8. Are there laws regulating dog chaining in other states or communities?

Yes, 19 states and over 140 U5, cities and counties have laws banning or carefully regulating chaining. Visit
unchainyourdog.org/laws to read more.

9. Would passage of a chaining faw cost lots of money?

No. Animal control officers are already spending time and resources responding to reports of chained,
neglected, and abused dogs. A ban would allow animal control officers to fine individuals who are constantly
tethering their dogs. This would be & source of additional revenue.

10. Who would be impacted by a law to ban dog tethering?

This bill would not apply to situations where a dog is temporarily tied on
public property, such as outside a store or restaurant. it would also not
apply to situations where dogs are tempararily tethered per government
regulation, such as at state parks or camping areas. People who keep their
dogs continually chained would be affected by this law.

11. What about peaple who can't afford a fence?

You don't have to have a fence to have a dogl Apartment-dwellers don't
have private yards, their dogs can be perfectly happy living Inside the
home with the family and going on regular watks. There are many
resources available to help people train their dogs to be well-behaved
members of the family.

12. Where can I learn more? . : P

Visit unchainyourdog.org or dogsdeservebatter.org for articles, statistics, photos, ordinance language, and
other information about chaining.
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