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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
R E G U L A R   M E E T I N G 

 

March 4, 2024 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 The Perquimans County Board of Commissioners met in a regular meeting on Monday, March 4, 
2024, at 7:00 p.m. in the Perquimans County Library located at 514 S. Church Street, Hertford, NC  
27944.  The meeting room was set up for voting on Tuesday    
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Wallace E. Nelson, Chairman  Charles Woodard, Vice Chairman 
  Timothy J. Corprew Joseph W. Hoffler 
   T. Kyle Jones James W. Ward   
MEMBERS ABSENT: None     
   

OTHERS PRESENT: Frank Heath, County Manager Mary P. Hunnicutt, Clerk to the Board 
  Hackney High, County Attorney  Robert Daniel, High & Crowe 

 Chairman Nelson called the meeting to order.  Commissioner Jones gave the invocation and 
Chairman Nelson led the Pledge of Allegiance.  Chairman Nelson welcomed everyone to the meeting 
and explained why the meeting had been moved from the Meeting Room. 

AGENDA 
 Chairman Nelson stated that a copy of the amended Agenda was at their seats tonight.  Charles 
Woodard made a motion to approve the amended Agenda as presented.  The motion was seconded by 
James W. Ward and unanimously approved by the Board.   

CONSENT AGENDA 
 Chairman Nelson asked if there were any items that the Board wished to remove from the Consent 
Agenda to discuss. There being none, James W. Ward made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda 
as presented. The motion was seconded by Joseph W. Hoffler and unanimously approved by the Board. 

1. Approval of Minutes:  The Minutes of the February 5, 2024 Regular Meeting & February 19, 2024 Work 
Session were approved by the Board. 

2. Tax Refund & Release Approvals: 
Tax Refund (Perquimans County): 

Elliott, III, William Henry-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$117.25 
Sold vehicle; 8-month refund.  Account No. 56871688. 
Tax Release (Perquimans County): 

Coastal Carolina Carriers, LLC -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$205.07 
Account should have been deleted last year.  Account No. 539794. 
Tax Refund (Hertford): 

Dickmeyer, Robert Allen --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------$198.75 
Situs error.  Should not have been billed for Hertford.  Account No. 75965218. 

3. Personnel Matters:  The following personnel matters were approved by the Board: 
Employee 

Name 
Employee 
Job Title 

Action 
Required 

Grade/ 
Step 

New 
Salary 

 Effective 
Date 

Michelle Cassell Income Maintenance Technician Appointment 59/3 $31,078 03/01/2024 
Brooke Perry Part-Time/Fill-In EMT Appointment 63/1 $16.97/hr. 03/01/2024 
LuRee Sawyer Center for Active Living Coordinator Promotion 63/10 $43,975 04/01/2024 
Logan Hogee Part-Time/Fill-In Telecommunicator I Reclassification 63/2 $17.39/hr. 02/27/2023 
Lindsay Brothers Part-Time/Fill-In EMT Removed from Roster   02/03/2024 

4. Step/Merit Increases: 
Employee 

Name 
Employee 
 Job Title 

Grade/ 
Step 

New 
Salary 

Effective 
Date 

Logan Hogge Part-Time/Fill-In Telecommunicator I 63/3 $17.82/hr. 03/01/2024 
James Fowden Investigator 68/8 $52,191 03/01/2024 
DeAngelo Freemonweldy Certified Deputy 66/2 $41,286 03/01/2024 
Bethany Buttram MIH Coordinator / Paramedic 70/6 $54,280 03/01/2024 
Brian Hickman Part-Time/Fill-In Paramedic 68/2 $21.68/hr. 03/01/2024 
Robert Elliott Equipment Operator 58/17 $41,850 03/01/2024 

5. Budget Amendment Nos. 25 - 27:  The following budget amendments were approved by the Board: 
BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 25 

COUNTY CONSTRUCTION FUND 

    AMOUNT 
CODE NUMBER DESCRIPTION OF CODE INCREASE DECREASE 

50-349-001 Communications Tower Project 6,000,000   
50-000-730 Communications Tower Project 6,000,000   

EXPLANATION:  To amend the FY 23/24 budget to include the Grant ID#20483 to be used for Communications Tower 
Upgrade Project. 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 26 
GENERAL FUND 

    AMOUNT 
CODE NUMBER DESCRIPTION OF CODE INCREASE DECREASE 

10-399-000 Fund Balance Appropriated 173,000   
10-420-040 County Manager - Professional Services 60,000   
10-500-150 Building - Maintenance./Repair Buildings 60,000   
10-500-540 Building - Insurance/Bonds 34,000   
10-450-110 Tax - Telephone/Postage 11,000   
10-450-330 Tax - Supplies 6,000   
10-685-740 Recreation - Capital Outlay 2,000   

EXPLANATION:  To amend the FY 23/24 budget to include additional funding to cover expenses. 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 27 
SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION FUND 

    AMOUNT 
CODE NUMBER DESCRIPTION OF CODE INCREASE DECREASE 

65-348-001 State School Funds - Lottery 430,770   
65-500-711 NB Lottery Intermediate School 430,770   

EXPLANATION:  To amend the FY 23/24 budget to include funding to cover to-date expenses for new school project. 
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RECOGNITION OF EMPLOYEES’ YEARS OF SERVICE 
A. Recognition of Employee’s Years of Service: 

Employee 
Name 

 
Department 

Employee 
 Job Title 

No. of 
Years 

Effective 
Date 

Andrea Stoner Telecommunications 911 Shift Supervisor II 5 years 03/01/2024 
Jovan Ward Social Services IMC III - Lead Worker 10 years 03/01/2024 

 After the presentation, the Chairman and Commissioners thanked them for their years of service. 

COMMISSIONER’S CONCERNS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

There were no Commissioners’ concerns/committee reports. 

BILL JENNINGS, TAX ADMINISTRATOR 
 

Mr. Jennings updated the Board on the County’s collection rate through February, 2024 which was 
.95523.  In addition, Mr. Jennings informed the Board that the revaluation notices will not be mailed out 
until mid-March or end of March due to some computer issues with the loss of our programmer. 

DR. TANYA TURNER & JAMES BUNCH 
 

Mr. Bunch presented the Board of Education’s request for distribution from State Lottery Funds.  
The distribution was in the amount of $36,848.16.  These funds will be used to upgrade PCHS gymnasium 
and auditorium sound system for theater and health education classes.  On motion made by Joseph W. 
Hoffler, seconded by Timothy J. Corprew, the Board unanimously approved the following application for 
withdrawal from State Lottery Funds: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After Mr. Bunch’s request was approved, County Manager Heath explained that, later under New 

Business, the Board was going to consider the Intergovernmental Agreement between Perquimans 
County Board of Education and Perquimans County.  We were supposed to receive an updated copy but 
have not received it as of yet.  The purpose of this Agreement is to allow the exchange of the School’s 
System’s real property (Hertford Grammar School & Perquimans Middle School) for the County’s 
commitment to build a new consolidated Intermediate School.  This matter will be tabled until we receive 
the final draft of the Agreement. 

JONATHAN NIXON & JULIE SOLESBEE, EMERGENCY SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
 

 Mr. Nixon and Ms. Solesbee presented the following items: 
 

 Emergency Services Public Officials Conference:  Mr. Nixon, Emergency Services Director, along 
with Julie Solesbee, Assistant Emergency Services Director, presented their annual Public Officials 
Conference to the Board of Commissioners.  There was no representation from the Town of Hertford, but 
the following individuals were present to represent the Town of Winfall and Perquimans County School 
System. 
 

TOWN OF WINFALL: 
 Preston White, Town Mayor 
 Carol Cooper, Town Council  

PERQUIMANS COUNTY SCHOOL SYSTEM: 
 Dr. Tanya Turner, Superintendent 
 Mr. James Bunch, Assistant Superintendent 

They presented a PowerPoint presentation that would provide details about their current Emergency 
Services program which is required by the Emergency Management Performance Grant.  During the 
presentation, Gary Coleman, representative of the American Legion explained their recent events to 
honor first responders in Perquimans County.  The first event was called Hearts to Heroes which connects 
heart transplant recipients with their donors.  The other event was First Responders of the Year for each 
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of the Fire Departments, 911 Center, Sheriff’s Office, and EMS.  On September 11, 2023, they presented 
the following awards to Perquimans County employees: 
 

James Fowden, Outstanding Sheriff’s Office Employee James Beard, Outstanding Volunteer Fireman 
NaKindra Downing, Outstanding 911 Center Employee Gary Wayne Jordan, Outstanding EMS Employee 

 

The American Legion decided to take this a step further and forwarded names of recognition to the State 
to receive the State American Legion Award.  Gary Wayne Jordan was awarded that honor and they 
requested that Mr. Jordan come forward to accept this award.   Mr. Coleman read the award and 
presented it to Mr. Jordan.  The Commissioners and the public applauded Mr. Jordan’s accomplishment.  
At the end of Mr. Nixon and Ms. Solesbee’s presentation, Mr. Nixon asked if there were any questions 
from the Board.  Chairman Nelson and the Commissioners thanked Mr. Nixon and the entire Emergency 
Services Department for a job well done. 

 

 SCA Collections, Inc. Account Collections Agreement & HIPPA Agreement:  Mr. Nixon presented 
the SCA Collections, Inc. Account Collections Agreement and the HIPPA Agreement for Board action.  
The Agreements have been reviewed by County Attorney High and he has approved the document as 
presented.  Mr. Nixon recommends the approval of these Agreements.  On motion made by T. Kyle 
Jones, seconded by James W. Ward, the Board unanimously approved these Agreements as presented. 

 

 PCG Long-Term Lease Agreement:  Mr. Nixon presented the PCG Long-Term Lease Agreement to the 
Board for action.  This Lease Agreement is for a .60 Acre Lease at the PCG Landfill to be used for an 
Emergency Services Communications Tower.  The Perquimans County Staff recommends approval of 
this Agreement.  On motion made by Charles Woodard, seconded by Joseph W. Hoffler, the Board 
unanimously approved this Long-Term Lease Agreement with PCG. 

 

 Radio Project Contract - Motorola:  Mr. Nixon presented the Radio Project Contract with Motorola 
which would add towers to improve VIPER Public Safety Radio Communications for all three counties.  
County Manager Heath made a few comments and stated that he recommends the approval of this 
Contract with the understanding that the proper individuals have approved it.  County Manager Heath 
asked Sheriff White to explain how the 800mhz has helped them since his office has been using it.  Mr. 
Heath also thanked Mr. Masters for donating the property to place the tower on.  T. Kyle Jones made a 
motion to authorize County Manager Heath to execute the proposed contract once confirmed by the 
following:  County Attorney High; NC State Term Contract Administrator; NC Highway Patrol – VIPER 
Management for radio system compliance and acceptance; and NC Emergency Management Statewide 
Interoperability Coordinator (SWIC) for radio system interoperability.  The motion was seconded by 
Joseph W. Hoffler and unanimously approved by the Board.   

 

 Perquimans-Gates 911 Consolation Agreement:  Mr. Heath explained that, at their last meeting, the 
Board was informed as to what had happened recently with the Gates 911 Center.  He also presented 
the following Resolution from Gates County Board of Commissioners where they approved the 
consolidation of the Gates 911 Center and the Perquimans 911 Center: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After receiving this request, County Manager Heath prepared the Interlocal Agreement for the 
Consolidation Services for Perquimans County, NC and Gates County, NC for 911 Communications 
Services, which the Board will take action on later in the meeting.  Gates County Board of Commissioners 
should approve this on Wednesday night.  Basically, this Agreement spells out the following terms: 

 Starting date will be March 1, 2024. 
 Perquimans County would assume all operational responsibility.  
 Perquimans County will manage all the combined dispatching operations. 
 Perquimans County will hold coordination meetings with Gates County, particularly through Perquimans’ 911 

Advisory Board so that Gates County would have representation to present their ideas. 
 Any costs that it takes to transition Gates 911 Center to Perquimans 911 Center will be covered by Gates County; 

any allocations that Gates County would receive from the 911 Board would be assigned to Perquimans County; 
and all the costs associated with the operation of the 911 Communications PSAP that are not eligible for Federal 
funding by the State 911 Board will be equally split between Perquimans and Gates Counties. 

 Existing radio towers in Gates County will remain the responsibility of Gates County. 
 At each fiscal year budget, Perquimans County will notify Gates County of their financial obligations and what 

their billing process would be.  For the remaining part of FY 2023-2024, Perquimans County will bill them monthly 
and notify them that, beginning July 1, 2024, they will follow the schedule within the Agreement. 

 Administrative calls from Gates County Sheriff’s Office, Department of Social Services, and Gates County Public 
Utilities will be handled by Gates County during daytime hours (8 am – 5 pm) and by Perquimans County outside 
of normal County business hours. 

 The balance of the Agreement contains the legal documentation including when or if one party desires to terminate 
the Agreement which states that party must give 24 months advance written notice to the other party, and the 
withdrawal shall take effect only as of the beginning of the next full fiscal year following such notice. 
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After reviewing the Agreement, County Manager Heath explained that Mr. Nixon had the following 
proposed 911 Communications Division Staffing changes that will be required to handle the consolidation 
of 911 Gates Center, which will be presented for action later in the meeting: 

 

 
COMMISSIONER’S CONCERNS/COMMITTEE REPORTS 

The following Commissioners’ concerns/committee reports were given: 
 Commissioner Corprew:  Mr. Corprew was wondering if the Marine Basin contractor would come to the Board 

meeting to update them on what their plans are to make the site more presentable and do they have a completion 
date.  Mr. Heath has some information that he will forward to Mr. Corprew.  What you see is not what the final 
product will look like. 

UPDATES FROM COUNTY MANAGER 
 County Manager Heath presented the following updates: 

 

 Retirement Celebration of Beverly Gregory:  Mr. Heath invited the Board to attend the Retirement Celebration of Beverly 
Gregory, Center for Active Living Coordinator, on March 27, 2024 from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. at the Center for Active Living.  An 
official invitation should be forwarded to them soon. 

BOARD VACANCIES 
 Currently, we have the following Board vacancies: 

1. Community Advisory Committee: Currently, we only have one member on this Committee.  Melissa Hines, Regional Long-Term 
Care Ombudsman, notified Mary Hunnicutt that we currently need five members so we need to appoint four more members.  She 
did explain that Patty Bosco has filed an application with Area Agency on Aging and will begin her training on December 14, 2023.  
Should she complete her training, Ms. Hines will notify the Board and we will need to appoint her.  We need three more members.  
Currently, Ms. Hunnicutt informed the Board that she had received one call about this appointment and the ad is still on website.   

2. Senior Tar Heel Legislature Delegate & Alternate:  Ms. Jo-Ellen Robinson Hutton resigned from this Advisory Board in October, 
2023.  Currently, we have no replacement for her or for an alternate.  Ms. Hunnicutt informed the Board that she had not heard from 
anyone that was interested in this appointment.  The ad is still on the website. 

 It was the consensus of the Board to continue with the ads on the County website and Facebook 
page.  He asked the Board that, if they know of anyone that would be interested in serving, please let 
Mary Hunnicutt know so that she can provide them with the application. 
 

PLANNING ITEMS 
 
 

 The following Planning Item was presented for Board action: 
 Albemarle Preserve Phase 1A Preliminary Plat Extension Request:  Chairman Nelson recognized Rhonda 

Repanshek, County Planner, who presented their request for a Preliminary Plat Extension.  Bobby Masters, Albemarle Plantation, 
forwarded an e-mail to Ms. Repanshek on February 20, 2024 requesting an extension for Preliminary Plat approval for Albemarle 
Preserve Phase 1A.  In the e-mail, Mr. Masters explained that they should be able to commence site work no later than this year 
or early 2025.  Mr. Masters said that he was glad that they were able to assist the County with the Tower site and property to 
expand the Bethel Volunteer Fire Department facility.  He then explained the purpose of his request to extend Preliminary Plat 
approval.  Commissioner Corprew stated that he needed to be recused from the vote due to his owning a piece of land in this 
area.  After some discussion about Mr. Corprew’s request, County Attorney High said that it would probably be best for him to 
abstain from the vote.  On motion made by T. Kyle Jones, seconded by Charles Woodard, the motion was approved by a vote of 
five (5) to one (1) with Commissioner Corprew abstaining from the vote. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN PERQUIMANS COUNTY BOARD OF 
EDUCATION AND PERQUIMANS COUNTY. 

 Chairman Nelson stated that this matter would be tabled because we have not received 
the final draft of the Agreement.  Action will be taken at the April meeting. 

PERQUIMANS-GATES 911 CONSOLIDATION 
 

 Chairman Nelson recognized Jonathan Nixon, Emergency Services Director, who presented the 
following items for Board consideration and action: 
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 Perquimans-Gates 911 Consolidation Agreement:  Mr. Nixon and Mr. Heath had presented this Agreement earlier 
in the meeting.  Chairman Nelson asked if there were any questions or comments about this Agreement.  There being 
none, T. Kyle Jones made a motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement pending approval of Gates County Board 
of Commissioners.  The motion was seconded by Charles Woodard.  The Board unanimously approved the following 
Interlocal Agreement to consolidate the Gates County 911 Center with Perquimans County 911: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Personnel Adjustment for Telecommunications Due to Consolidation:  Chairman Nelson stated that Mr. Nixon 
presented staffing adjustments required for the consolidation of the Gates 911 Center and the Perquimans 911 
Center.  Mr. Nelson asked if there were any questions.  There being none, Charles Woodard made the motion to 
approve the required staffing changes for the consolidation of the Gates 911 Center and Perquimans 911 Center 
pending approval of Gates County.  The motion was seconded by James W. Ward and unanimously approved.  
Employee Action Forms will be presented next month for Board approval. 

 Budget Amendment No. 28:  Chairman Nelson explained that the Board will need to approve Budget Amendment 
No. 28 to cover the expenses for the consolidation of the Gates 911 Center and the Perquimans County 911 Center.  
Mr. Nelson asked if there were any questions.  There being none, T. Kyle Jones made a motion to approve the 
following Budget Amendment No. 28 pending approval of Gates County.  Joseph W. Hoffler seconded the motion 
which was unanimously approved by the Board: 

BUDGET AMENDMENT NO. 28 
GENERAL FUND 

    AMOUNT 
CODE NUMBER DESCRIPTION OF CODE INCREASE DECREASE 

10-397-003 Communications - Perquimans/Gates Agreement 252,013   
10-511-020 Communications - Salaries 149,054   
10-511-030 Communications - Part-Time Salaries 17,453   
10-511-050 Communications - FICA 13,067   
10-511-060 Communications - Group Insurance 29,435   
10-511-070 Communications - Retirement 22,547   
10-511-071 Communications - 401K Match 3,416   
10-511-110 Communications - Telephone/Postage 2,792   
10-511-130 Communications - Utilities 1,667   
10-511-140 Communications - Travel 1,250   
10-511-141 Communications - Recruitment/Retention 450   
10-511-150 Communications - Maintenance/Repair Building 250   
10-511-160 Communications - Maintenance/Repair Equipment 4,833   
10-511-260 Communications - Advertising 133   
10-511-320 Communications - Inventory Item 333   
10-511-330 Communications - Supplies 1,133   
10-511-360 Communications – Uniforms 1,083   
10-511-460 Communications - Medical Expense 1,150   
10-511-530 Communications - Dues/Subscriptions 250   
10-511-910 Communications - DCI 600   

    

10-500-032 Building Maintenance - Cleaning Contracts 867   
10-500-540 Building Maintenance - Insurance/Bonds 250   

EXPLANATION:  To amend the FY 23/24 budget to include Perquimans/Gates Agreement for 911 Services to 
cover the remainder of FY 23/24. 
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 County Manager Heath commended Jonathan Nixon, Julie Solesbee, Andrea Stoner, and 
NaKindra Downing for their hard work to get this consolidation handled within a month.  The only one that 
he remembers that happened this quickly was done in eight (8) months.  He thanked them for their hard 
work and time that they did to get this accomplished in a month.   
 

CENTER FOR ACTIVE LIVING ITEMS 
 

 Chairman Nelson recognized County Manager Heath, who presented the following items for Board 
consideration and action: 

1. Board Appointments:  Chairman Nelson explained that, with the retirement of Beverly Gregory, Active Living 
Coordinator, the Board will need to appoint LuRee Sawyer to the Albemarle Commission Area Agency on Aging 
Regional Advisory Council (RAC).  In addition, their by-laws have been amended to allow two members to serve 
from each county.  Ms. Gregory has agreed to remain on the RAC Council until she notifies them that she will be 
resigning from the RAC.  Therefore, the Board will need to appoint her as our second representative on the RAC.   

2. Bank Authorization for New Center of Active Living Coordinator to Endorse Checks:  Chairman Nelson 
explained that, in addition, to the above request, the County’s financial institution, PNC, has requested that the 
Board authorize LuRee Sawyer, new Center for Active Living Coordinator, to handle banking transactions for the 
Center at PNC Bank.  This action needs to be recorded in minutes and a copy forwarded to PNC Bank.   

 

 Chairman Nelson asked if there were any questions or comments from the Board.  There being 
none, the Chairman said that we would handle both of these items with one motion.  On motion made by 
Joseph W. Hoffler, seconded by Timothy J. Corprew, the Board unanimously made the appointment of 
LuRee Sawyer and Beverly Gregory to the Albemarle Commission Area Agency on Aging and to 
authorize LuRee Sawyer to handle banking transaction at PNC Bank. 

PERSONNEL MATTER 
 County Manager Heath explained that we had this one personnel matter (merit raise) that was 
received after the Agenda Packets were distributed.  On motion made by T. Kyle Jones, seconded by 
Timothy J. Corprew, the following personnel matter (merit raise) was unanimously approved by the 
Board: 
 

 
Department 

Employee 
Name 

Employee 
 Job Title 

Grade/ 
Step 

New 
Salary 

Effective 
Date 

Sheriff’s Office Preston Ward Investigator 68/11 $56,137 03/01/2024 
 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
 

 There were no public comments.  
 

CLOSED SESSION:  TO DISCUSS AN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT MATTER AND CLOSED 
SESSION MINUTES 
 

 Chairman Nelson stated that, pursuant to NC General Statute 143-318.11(4), the Board went into 
Closed Session to discuss an economic development matter and to approve closed session minutes.  On 
motion made by James W. Ward, seconded by Timothy J. Corprew, to go into Closed Session.  The 
motion was unanimously voted to go into Closed Session. 
 

 The Closed Session was adjourned and the Regular Called Meeting reconvened on motion made 
by Charles Woodard, seconded by T. Kyle Jones, and unanimously approved by the Board. 
 

 No action was required from the Closed Session. 

ADJOURNMENT  
 There being no further comments or business to discuss, the Regular Meeting was adjourned 
around 8:44 p.m. on motion made by Timothy J. Corprew, seconded by James W. Ward. 
 

   
  Wallace E. Nelson, Chairman 
 

   
Clerk to the Board 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 


